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37" Annual
Connecticut River
Raft Race

Start: Gildersleeve Island
Finish: Riverside Marina

August 6, 2011 @0:00 a.m.

Participantscanregisterfor the Raft Racéy submitting a notarized ewptr
form; hold harmless agreemesiyned by all creamembers, and subnaitl
registration fees prido or on the day of th€aptains meetingeldon July
239 2011. Theentry feeis $16 per crew membendforms are provided
in the centerfold of thidooklet Entry formscan also be printed from iou
webste at www.ctriverraftrace.orgParticipantsvantingto preregistercan
mail dl materials to our President Bob Niland 27 Wellwyn Drive
Portland, Connecticut 06480f you have any questionsehcan be
reactedat860-342-4473 Entriesmustbe received no later than July®23

CAPTAINSO MEETING & REGISTRATION
July 239 2011 @ 10:00 am.

A Captainso me e t at rRigerside i Matina 3b e hel d
Riverview Street Portland, CT on July 28 2011 Attendance is
mandatory for all team Captains who have not egisteredoy mail.
This meeting alsanarksthe registration deadline for the evdbirections
to the marin@anbe found atvww.portlandriverglemarina.com

Capt ai
M eeting
Location



http://www.ctriverraftrace.org/
http://www.portlandriversidemarina.com/

Crew members am@soencouraged tattend A Notary Publiowill
be atthe meeting to certify signatures entry formsandthis will require
two forms of dentification Your formcanalso be notarized at any bank or
town hall priorto the meeting.

TheC a p t meetingistused tgresenthe specific details of the
event and is very usefealspeciallyto new participantsThe itemsto be
covered will include butare not limited to: safety requirements &
equipment, raceutes, raft inspection, launching rpcedures,parking
arrangementgowing to the mooring areas, the starting locatiorag&non,
racecoursedescription finish line location, avigation, support boats,
anticipatel race duration, competition classes, awardgngiesat the
finish aeag day 6 s end, and any | ast mi
instructions.Therace committee will alsdarify anyconcernandrespond
to comments fronthe audience

The race committeewill also hand out additionalrafting
informationand mateals as necessarfvent Fshirts, beverage Koozies,
and other items wilblsobe on salePets are not allowedo ensurethe
safety of all participants, guests, spectators, and marina patrons at the

Captainsd meeting or the Raft Race.

SOCIAL HOUR AFTER MEETING

Once allparticipantsareregisteed and event information has been
presentegdeveryone is invited to stick around for a social hddany
participants bringafting memorabilizand make it availablfor peopleto
browse through These items inate photo albums, news articles,
magazine stories, and all sorts of other skdEl free tdoring along cold

beverages ansomes nacks. This year the Captainso

down by the end of the marina by the campground area.
Seasoned rafterwill be exchanging stories about previous races,
discussing raft improvements & ideas, and declaring how much fun or

mi sery they endured at | ast year 0s

discussiongintroduce yourself, arghy helloNew participantsvill be able
to learn a great deal from these veteran ragéis.is also a igattime to
explore the marina groundsyspectthe launching areas, andsit the
shoreline beach areajacent tahe finish line.

A work detailmay be formed after the meetingo provide some
manpower to clean the finish area. The spring floods wash ashore a variety
of debris that needo be cleged out to make the shorelisafe and secure.

This labor is offered to the Portland Riverside Marine for so graciously
allowing the gent to finish on their grounds
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RACE RULES & SAFETY ADVICE

The Raft Race Committee promotes a safe, faonignted event. We
encourage all participants to act in a responsible sporkeamanner,

obey all safety requirements and raft racesubssist their fellow rafters
when necessary, and above all, enjoy the event. It is because of our
exceptional safety record that we are able to hold a raft race each year.
Remember, safety comes first! Watch out for fellow rafters, lend assistance
whenneeded, and have fun.
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Ani mal s are not all owed atSeelbgeyet ai nsdé Meeting or Raf't
dogs are permitted but cleap materials are required.

Racecoursstartsatthe South endf Gildersleeve Islandnd goes
downriverapprox. 4 mileso the West rd of Riverside Marina.

Anticipated race duration is from approx. 10:00 4.2t00 p.m.

All entries will be required to accept a tow if found to be floundering
mid-race antbr have not finished by 2:00 p.m.

All rafts must be of homemade construction.

All raft entries have a minimum crew size of 3.

No commercially manufactured hulls allowed on any raft.

Inner tubes or inflatable devices are not allowed.

Minimum raft size is 4' x 8' and must be able to support the weight of the
crew. Raft size to be measd at the waterline.

A - raftdés deck must be securely fastened to a fr ame

fastened to the hulls and or flotation devices.

The use of nails below the water line is prohibited.

Rafts that have open hulls with no bulkheads shall havefsam

flotation fastened to the underside of the raft deck.

Aftermarket marine rigginguch as cleats & rope are acceptable.

All sheet metal raw edges to be turned over and taped.

Any protruding long bolts to be sawed off, filed, and taped.

All rafts shoud be inspected prior to launching and may be subject to
modification at the discretion of the Committee.

Contact a raft race committee member if you are planning to put your
raft in the water earlier than Saturday, J8dy.

Kayaks and canoes have no swuaction restrictions and do not need to

be inspected prior to launching.

Single entries in the kayak & canoe classes should use the buddy system
during the race and/or team up with other entries.

All entries must be solely human powered andgeaipelled and make

use of poles, oars, paddles, paddlewheels, sails, propellers, flippers, etc.
or any combination thereof.
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Sweeper rafts can be powanivenbut cannopass a human powered
entryunlessperforming official duties or providing emergency assistance
to a vessel in need of help.

Sweepes must be state registered & meet Coast Guard requirements.
All minors must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.

All rafts must be equipped withsaitable anchor anldche that is secured

to the raft and anchat all times.

Each entry must be equipped with a suitable towline.

Eachparticipant must have a Coast Guard approved life jacket in their
possession that should be worn at all times.

Captains will inform their crew of the whereabouts of stored (Coast
Guardapproved) life jackets aboard their raft AND will also conduct
Afabandon shipod drills with the crews
out.

All crew members shall wear sneakers or other appropriate footwear to
prevent injuries from submerged sharp olgect

Sunsensitive participants should wear appropriate sunscreen.
Participants should wear an appropriate hat with a large enough visor to
help reduce exposure to the hot sun.

All entries must display their class designation and competition number in
plain sight and must be clearly visible to the finish line officials

All Captains and their crew must remain aboard their registered vessel
for the entire duration of the Race.

All entries must run entire cours@dertheir ownpowerto be eligible

for awards.

No Glass Containers are allowed at any time!

Each entry must have an adequate supply of drinking water onboard for
the entire crew so as to prevent dehydration during the race.

All race entrieshouldbe outfitted with a first aid kit.

All race entries mudtave garbage bags for their own trash.

No mechanical devices or tubing shall be used to propel water balloons,
spaghetti, snowballs, or any other dangerous obijects.

Anyone exhibiting unsafe behavior will be disqualified and could be
permanently banned fnothe event.

No diving off any vessel or jumping into the water at any time!

Sections of the racecourse can be very shallow in spots and may include
submerged sharp objects.

All entries must have a designated driver for their crew members
whenever preserat Raft Race functions.

All vessels must be removed from the river at the end of the day unless
other arrangements have been made with the Marina.

Derelict vessels are subject to police action and/or fines from the D.E.P.
and risk permanent disqualifioam from the event.
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EVENT SAFETY

The racecourse may be monitored & medical support provided by
representatives from one or more of the following groups depending on
availability: The United States Coast Guard, Conn
Environmental Rotection Marine Patrol, Middletown and/or Portland local
Police & Fire Departments. Assistance will also be available from one or
more of the following groups depending on availability: The Connecticut
River Raft Race Committee and its Officers, Volurdeend agents;
Riverside Marina personnel, District 1 representatives from The United
States Power Squadron, and all Sweeper Class rafts entered in the race.

Participants musbbey all safety requirements & raft ractes If
there is an emergency andApwmu see someone in troubleis your
obligation to make sure you or someone else gets to any raft and/or
participants as soon as possithlend a hand until a Sweeper Class raft
arrives. Elapsed race times will be adjusted for those providing
emergency asstance to fellow competitors. If your vessel is taking on
water and is in danger of sinking, immediately head towards the
nearest shore and beach your craft. All rafts are required to accept a
tow by a Sweeper Class raft if found floundering Hrade orif they
have not finished the course by 2:00 p.m. Safety is the foremost
concern throughout the day so please act wisely and provide help if
needed. Anyone acting without regard for the safety of others, or
themselves, will be disqualified and risk pern@andisqualification
from the event.

COMPETITION CLASSES

A -- AMERICA CLASS RAFTS
These are the most competitimad fastestafts some of which are
capable of running theacecoursén approx %2 an hour.

C--CRUISING CLASS RAFTS
Theseare tle semicompetitive rafts, Wwich make up the majority of
entries.Theserafts typically runthe racecourse in dew hours.

S-- SWEEPER _CLASS RAFTS
These are powalriven raftsthat cannot pass human powered entries
unless they are performing officialuties or providing emergency
assistancéo a vessel in need of help.




SK--SINGLE _KAYAK
These are kayaksaddled by oly one person through the emtirace
course.

MK -- MULTIPLE _KAYAK
These are kayaks paddled bynegnimum of two peoplehrough the
entire race course

SC--SNGLE CANOE
These are canoes paddled myyoone person through the emtirace
course.

MC -- MuLTIPLE _CANOE
These are canoes paddled bynmimum of two peopldhrough the
entire race course

REGISTRATION NUMBER FORMAT

Each class has a letter prefix assigned to it. This represents the first

letter or lettersof the class name. This is assigned based on what

category youbre entered in. -This is followed by
digit number of your chice. Your registration number must be at least

3 inches high, in contrasting colors to the backgroand be in block

form. It must be painted on or attached to bsitltes of the vessalo

itdéds visible and | egible frtienm at | east 100 feet
number must read from left to right on both sides of the vessel.

Examples of correct registration numbers: A 57, C 756, S 68, SK 158,

MK 123, SC 007, MC 999.

¢ —F‘ ‘4— 2" space
MK 123
\_v_) \_v_)

Class Prefix Number of your choice

Example: Multiple Kayak Entry
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INSPECTION OF RAFTS

Rafts should be inspected prior to launching and may be
slbject to modification or disqualification at the discretion of adt
RaceCommittee.The main focus of inspection is to ensure that rafts
have no obvious mechanical problearsd theconstruction has been
done in a safenanner Especially important ishiat dl sheet metal raw
edgesareto be turned over and tapedid any protruding long boltbe
sawed off, filed, and tapedlssuesdiscoveredduring inspectiormust
be corrected before the raft can be launched

If you plan to launch your raft earlier th&aturday July 31%
it isimperativet hat t he r asinttodch wihaRatt Racen ge't
Committee Member to schedule an inspectiofhis is especially
important if this is your first race and/or your first attempt at building a
raft. The main concerhere is the safety of you and your crewlist
of all committee members is on the last page of the rulebook complete
with phone and Email contact informatioBpeak with either Bob
Niland @ 866342-4473, Bill Gildersleeve @ 86842-1419, or Dan
A Ot t dchard R@ 866883-5176. These three committee members
live in Portland and are nearest to the Portland Marina.

Be prepared & equipped to make changes to your raft should
any issues be found by the inspector. You will need to bring along
some hand toolgxtrafasteners, rope, duct tape, etc.

SUPPORT BOATS

Participantdaunchingat YankeeBoatyardor Riverside Marina
will need a support botd tow their raftupriver to the starhg area Due
to the presence of boats tied to the marina dockaa®rings caution
must be exercised. Floating your raft upriver by hand is out of the
guestion due to obstructions, river currents, and the distance involved.
The four mile trip upriver can take upwards afleour or twoso leave
plenty of time to getipriver to the starting area

Participants who dmot have a support boatught toconsider
using the alternate launch sitgp near the Portland Fairgroundghis
spotis ¥4 mile upriver fromthe staihg area.Participants will need to
drift downriver a shdrdistancein orderto get to the starfThis launch
site is suggestedor 1% time participantsand people without a support
boat. It is described in more detail in the next section of this booklet.
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LAUNCHING FACILITIES

Raftsshouldbe launcheadn SaturdayAugust 6th 2011 asearly
as possible. Therimary launch site is the boat launckituatedoetween
Riverside Marina & YankeeBoat Yard.There isa $15 fee for a ramp
pass which can be purchasstdYankeeB o a t ymain effice, which
opens aB:00 a.m.This cost is not included in your entry fee and is your
responsibility. Get there as early as possilie avoid any traffic
congestion at 18 launching site. If you plan to get underway earlier than
8:00 a.m. please make arrangements to puecy@srramppass during
the week or pay up at the end of the day. Yarae Yardhasparkng
across the street from the boat lauagbaso thelot doesi dbecome too
crowded with cars and boat traile@ontact them at 86842-4735 or go
to their webs# atwww.yankeeboatyard.cofor additional info

Get everything ready before backing down the ramp. Complete
any preparations, assembly, and equipment loading for your raft and/or
support boat in the parkingrem. Back down the ramp only after
everything is in place. There will be less congestion and waiting time for
everyone involved by following this practicEhere will be a lot of
activity on race day. Besides there being numerous rafts to launch, there
will also be marina patrons trying to put their own boats in as well. Be
sure to arrive early and alternate between boat & raft launchesch
your support boafirst then launchyour raft. Move your raft away from
the launch rampsquickly aspossibleto makeroomfor the other people
coming in behind you. There is a dock next to the ramp and this makes
things a bit easier . Pl ease donot
everything moving.

If your raft, canoe, or kayaks smalland can be carried to the
waterby hand please uske secondary launch siteThis spot is located
upriver beyond the boat slips and mooring docks used by Riverside
Marina. The sandy shore is an excellent poiraseemble your raft and
launch from. You can drive in close tothe shore d unload your
equipment and launch your watercraft. Afterwaitds you will have to
move yourvehicle& trailer and park it ina designated parking area.

Using the primary & secondatgunchsites will require youo
tow your vessel to the start locatiour miles upriver. This could take
upwards of dew hoursor more depending on the size of your support
boat. If youare not abléo tow your raft upriver we advig@uto usethe
alternate launch sit&s mile upriver from the starting arearhis is a
privateboatrampand islocated neathe Portland fairgrounds
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http://www.yankeeboatyard.com/

The alternate launch siteis a handy spot to launch from as it
completelyeliminatesthe need tdow yourvesselup to the startThe
ramp is situated approx. ¥aile upriver from therace coursestart
New participants are encouraged to use this ramp as well as people
with kayaks and canoePBarticipants willneedto paddle across to the
adjacent shore while floating downrivier the starting are&.ou should
examine thigboat launch beforehand aagpraise the conditions there
before usgit. This rampis not suitable for launching larger rafts due to
the steep incline of the ramp,stacurrent, and deep waterarking is
limited soyou will need to move your vehicle out to a public roadoor
thefinish area after launching.

Because His is a private boat ramp the race committee is

obliged to maintain the | and ownero6s right t
exact location of this launch site will not be published in the rulebook
or on ourwebsite. Thel ocati on wi | | be announced at t he

meetingonly. If you preentered via mail lpasecontact a committee
member for directions tthe alternate launch siteyou would like to

use it It can only be used for the raft race and is off limits thézea
Please show the land owner the utmost respect and follow any
instructions that are given.

There arenany othetaunchingspots along the river. is your
responsibilityto obtain permission from land owners and/or marina
proprietors before using angunching spot not mentioned in this
booklet. Please be considerate towards all landowners & businesses.

PARKING ARRANGEMENTS

The ramp pass fronYankee Marina includes parking for your
tow vehicle & trailer. Parkingit Riverside Manais preferable since it
wi | | Ssituate your crewmembersé cars in close
beaches at the finish line, the band pavilion, and the spectator areas. Both
boat yards are located right next to each other so this makes therwalk
drive betwesn them pretty easy. Go through the main entrance into
Riverside Marina and drive past the main office and boat sheds.
Continuetowards theclearing near the edge of the woods. Trstreuld
be someone there to direct yowatdesignated parking area.

Please @n dpark near the band pavilion, spectator areas, or the
shoreline Finish line activities will take place here on race day and there
needs to be plenty of room for the participants and spectators to mill
about. Since this spot is where the race eidsakes good sense for
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participants to simply leave much of their equipment, lawn chairs, and
coolers safely stored in their vehicles rather than load everything on their
race vessel. Once the racing is done people can simply retrieve what they
need fran their cars. All participants are reminded that they are guests of
the maringand should be on their best behavior and act couffeous

MOORING SPOTS AT FINISH AREA

Raftslaunched earlier than Saturdaygust 8", 2011need to
be moored ira safe location. A good spot to secure yourisastightly
upriver of the last boat slip at Riverside Mariiféis location makes
heading to the start on race daych easierlf you use this area, be
sure to leave sufficient room for your raft to drétound a little
without contacting any other vessel. The tides and current are
constantly shifting so use two anchors to minimize drift. Better yet,
pull your raft up on the shor@nd tie it to a treeEachyear there are
lots ofrafts mooredht this locabn which makes the site easy to spot.

Lots of veteran race participants will launch their rafts a few
days beforehand. This helps many of them to avoid the potential
delays at the launch ramp on Saturday morning. It also affords them
plenty of time to sd out their equipment and complete any assgmbl
work thatmay benecessaryOnce everything is prepared & organized
participants can then get a good nights rest knowing that they are ready
to go in the morning. This peace of mind and preparation is a
significant advantage on race day as it saves your energy for the race.

PRE RACE GRILLING CONTEST

A grilling contestwill be held the night before the raft race at
the Portland MarinaRaft race prticipantsare welcome to submit their
favorite gilled (homemade) food in the contest. The rules are simple:
the food must be cooked on a grill over an open flame. The winner
will be chosen based upon who receives the highest number of votes.
Voters will consist of all who submiibod and a random ten har
it ast e rmarma Tha wirnihgegrill master will receive a trophy
and bragging rightsThe ontestand tastingwill take place at 7:00
p.m. on Friday evening before the raft race. Contest coordinators are

Captain Gretchen Bartki&s 1 Mate Shawa Bart kus of t he

Suckerso raft.
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START AT GILDERSLEEVE |SLAND

The startcan be found in the sheltered waters, out of the main
channel, on the Western side of Gildersleeve Island flanks the
Southern end, or downriver tip, ofethsland. The main channel is on
the other side of the islan®irectly across from the start area is
Petzol dos Mari na. I n close proximity and sl igh
Middlesex Marina. The rivefrontages by these marinas anea ne
wake zone. Boats tralmeg in this vicinity go through very slowly and
create no appreciable wake. These conditions provide an inherently
safe start location.

RACE COURSE

Start: Southern End of Gildersleeve Island
Finish: Portl anddés Riverside Mari na

From Gildereeve Island he racecoursegoes downriver
approximately 3.6 nautical miles It is preferable to navigate the
racecourse by hugging the eastern slasrehis will offer the shortest
possible route. Theoyagedownriver affordsbeautiful views of forest
land, meadows, and a variety of wildlife. Wilcox Island will come into
view at the halfway pointTo theeast sidas thelegendaryBrownstone
Quarries where early European settlers carved out the rock tddmald
homesteadand buildings. Ta quarries araow home to the Brownstone
Exploration& Discovery Parkhttp://brownstonepark.comvhich offers
a wide variety of recreation activitie&s vessels continue past the island
they will pass beneath th&rrigoni Bridge which takes route 66 & 17
over the Connecticut RiveA very short distance furthelownriveris an
old railroad swing bridgandMi dd|l et ownds Har bor Park can be seen
the western shore. This sight indicates the final leg of the race is at hand.
At this point heriver gradually changedirectionas itstartsflowing in
an easterly directiotowardsRiverside Marina

A racecoursaliagramis includedin this booklet and offers a
general overview of the entiracecourse layoutA larger versiorof
this diagramw i | | be avail aldeteng lawill shtowe Capt ai nso
more details and provide both navigation information and water
depths. Adownloadablemap & chart will also be posted on the raft
race website atww.ctriverraftrace.org
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FINISH AT RIVERSIDE MARINA

The racecourse ends on the northehoreof the river a few
hundred feet upriver from the first set of boat docks at Portland Marina.
Contestats should ge a boat anchored just off shore that has a huge
black & white checked flag raised above. This designates the finish line
location As you approach the finish make sure your registration
number is not obstructed and it is clearly visilfassclose to the
finish |ine boat so that race officials can reco
number ancelapsediime in the raceAll vessels are to immediately
head ashoréo the sandy beachadter going past the finisline boat
The area adjacent to thimih is in a newake zone since it close to
the marinaThese conditions provide an inherently safe finish location.

STARTING CANNON

On the southern tip @dildersleevdsland is a sandy beach where
our Cannoneer, Lord Gildersleeve, siuat hi s st arting cannon. l'tds bes:
to leave plenty of breathing space between his field gun and your raft as
the sound can be quiteafeningThere may be a slight del#yrafts are
still coming up the river after 10:00 a.m. Ona# participants are
postionedandready to go the National Anthem will be playaad the
startcannon will be fired. Rang will commenceas close to @00 am.
on SaturdayAugust 6' as possiblePlease be patient if there is a delay
due to stragglers being towed up the rieethe start

STAGGERED START

Whenthe starting cannon is firethe first wave of vessels to
head out will be the Cruising Class Raizanoes, and Kayakéfter
approx.10 minutesthere will be a second cannon blast that signals the
start of the America Class Raft3he staggered start is engineered to
keep all entrants closer together during the race. The second wave of
competitors willcatch up topvercomeand passhe Cruiser Class rafts
about midway through the raceweeper Class nafwill depart laseind
shall not pasa human powered entry unless performing official duties or
providing emergency assistance to any vessel that is in need of help.
Elapsed race timewill be adjusted to reflect the staggered start to
determine finishepositions.
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NAVIGATION ON THE RIVER

Navigation down The Connecticut River is not to be taken
lightly. Sections of the racecourse have water depths of only a few feet
while in other spots the water can run very deep. Composition of the
riverbed is just as varied and may include soft sand, mud, weeds, rocks,
or submerged sharp objects. Do not dive off any vessel or jump into the
water at any timeT he Connect i ciudffectBdbydédalds f | ow
influence andn places there may bader curents or whirlpools. Other
folks will also be out on the rivépo. Be on the lookout for other boat
traffic. Listen carefully to the most recent navigation instructions
provided at the Captainsdéd meeting and
charts provide@nd study them closely.

ANTICIPATED RACE DURATION

The Raft Race runs from 10:00 a.m. and ends at 2:00 p.m.
Participants have 4 hours to complete the racecourse. All entries will be
required to accept a tow by a Sweeper Class raft if faonde
floundering midrace or if they have not finished the racecourse by 2:00
p.m. Finish line activities aRiverside Marinawill commence after the
racing in done and will proceed through most of the afternoon with
festivitiesbeginning to wind down aumd 500 pm.

EVENT SCHEDULE & RIVER TIDEST AUG.6™"

Sunrise 5:50a.m. Moonset 11:50a.m.
Race Starts 10:00 a.m. Low Tide 2:00a.m.
Race Finish 2:00 p.m. High Tide 6:52a.m.

Awards 3:00 p.m. Low Tide 2:07p.m.
End of Day 5:00 p.m. Hig_]h Tide 7:35p.m.

Sunset 8:02 p.m. Moonrise 2:04p.m.

The Connecticut Rivers affected by tidainfluenceand there
is asubstantiachange inwater levelshetween high & low tidesThe
best time to launch and retrieve vessels is during high tide. There is
more water over the ramps aitds less likel that people will back in
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so far that h e purddff the ramphit mud and get stuckParticipants
mooring their vessels must leave sufficient slack in ropes to allow for
the changing water levels. Watercrgitit up on beachesnust be
placedabove the high water mark and also tied off to a trearor
anchor.

SPECTATOR SPOTS ALONG THE RIVER

There is no one plader spectatcs to view the entire racelhe
best way toseethe eventis in the comfort of your own boat and
traveling alongside the race competitorpe&atorscan catch a
glimpse of the rafts as they pass by any numbevaotage points
along theCT River. Someplacesto try include the rarinas located
along the race cours®oatyards are located on private property, so
please ask permission to walk around them before trespassing. Other
spots include the cliffs adjacent to the Brownstone Quarries, the
Arrigoni Bridge, and anyplace else where the riverbank is accessible
and providesa c |l ear Vi ew. Mi dd| eublewn 6 s
binoculars thaare mounted on pedestals and barused for 25¢

PuBLIC ACCESS To FINISH AREA

Guestsare invited to Riverside Marin& join the postrace
activities.Peopleare encouraged tmmeseethefinish areaexplore the
shoreline, and view the various rafts. Spectatway alsdisten toa live
music at the band paviliorand show off their dance moves amill
about with participantand enjoy the camaraderie of the raft raceinss T
marks thefourth year that the public @an come to theraft race and
participate in e activities at the finish lineThe Race Committee is
hopeful that this exposure will enhaneeentawarenessand increase
participation at subsequent raft race eveniss finishing locationalso
offersparticipants th@pportunity of invitetheir friends and family along
to enjoy the dagnd have some funo.

In previous years the finish area was on Dart Isl&idile this
was a delightful finish location it isolatedet event from the view of the
general publiaas it was only accessible by bodhe Race Committee
intends toexpandthe event, make it more accessitdad promote the
race as a famitprientedevent.We 6 mopefulthat yod Icdme join us
and see what flaracing is all about.
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AMENITIES AT THE FINISH

The finish area byriverside Maringhas plenty of neat stuff to
do during the dayTheriverfront is especially invitings it hasmany
trees along the beach that provide shadé a seae spot to tie off
rafts People in kyaks and canoesan pull th@ boats y onto the
sandybeachand relax in the shade with the other participants. Many
folks stake outa shadyspoton thebeach,set up a picnic areand
relax by the water. Otherbre& out their grills and ook up a tasty
mealto enjoy. Other beachactivities include socializingswimming,
sunbathingandsand castlenaking

On handagainthis year will bea local bando provide live
music for all to enjoy and dance tdhere will al® be avolleyball
court & horseshoe pit where people can enjoy a friendly game or two
with thar buddies Tables will be set up where -Bhirts andother raft
raceitems can be purchasedt 3:00 p.m. a awards ceremonwill
take place andll winners willbe announcednd honored

A portable outhouswill alsobe on hand as a convenience to
folks needing bathroorfacilities. Garbage canwill alsobedistributed
nearbyfor trashand debrisSince ommunity grillsarenot going to be
available this year du® insuranceestrictionspeople may brig their
own small grills to useDo not leaveyour grill unattended anglease
make sure they are extinguished when youdre done

SWIMMING

There are no lgguards stationed at the finish line area.ifS
you or your children decide to go into the water you are swimmiing
your own risk. Please use the buddy system lzange a responsible
adult swimmer watclover your youngstersThe water depth at the
shoreline drops off quickly anchn bevery deep implaces. Youngsters
should wear a floatation device whderimmingin the river. feel free
to bring water wings, inflatable toysnner tubes,and sandcastle
bucket & scoop. Please wear old sneakers or other appropriate
footwear to prevent injuries from lsmerged sharp objects. No diving
or jJumping from rafts at any timé’lease & courteougo others keep
a look out,and pick up any trash that gets misplackdyou see
anyone in need of assistance please render it immediately to avoid an
accident, injuryor damage to nearby watercratft.
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SCOREBOARD

Raft Race results will be posted on a large scoreboard located
up near the band pavilion. It will be complete with an illustrathat
participants may sign, mark, or color ito leave their ¢ a mod s
endorement. Markers are provided and everyone is invited to
participate.

RAFT RACE AWARDS

An award ceremony wilcommenceat 3:00 p.m. athe band
pavilion. As per traditionawardswill be givento each of thefastest
Captainsin eat of the race clas®s Addition awardswill also be
givenin thefour special categoriesutlined below

Raft Classes Kayak Classes Canoe Classes
America Single Kayak Single Canoe
Cruising Multiple Kayak Multiple Canoe
Sweeper

Special _CategoryAwards
Howie Rauch- fastest raft
Becky Thatcher- all female crew
American Heritage- most traditional raft
Commi t t e e & exceptior@lhwatéraadt & crew

NON - PROFIT STATUS

The Connecticut River Raft Race, Inc. is an approsed
recognized noiprofit corporation. Race profitare donated to a
designated childrends <charity, usually Il ocated
Middletown region.The fundscontributedare raised through eance
fees, TFshirt & beverage @ozie sales, and dom@ns made by private
parties.For those who are interested, our books are open to anyone upon
request. You may contadur Treasurer Richard Bartkus with these
requestslf you would like to make a suggestion as to a good chtarity
contribute to pleas®tich base with a committee member and pass along
any pertinent information.
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CALICO BROADCASTING, INC.

Calico Broadcastingusually videotapes the Raft Race for
broadcast orpublic access television. Please be courteous dtinag
filming and be on gur best behavioDemonstrate how muchfyno u 6 r e
having and be sure to smile for the camera.

DAY& END

At the conclusion of the dayods activities, al
be removed from the riveDerelict vessels arseubject to police aain
and/orfines from the D.E.P. and risk permanent disqualification from
the eventWhen floatingdown to the bat ramp please be very careful.
Have your support boat help you along the wlgase be patient once
you have reached the boat ramp. Therelvélh lot of vessels showing
up all at once to disembarkhere will also be marina patrons trying to
haul out their boats as well. Please keep everything moving and share
the rampDo not unload equipment at the boat ra@pce your vessel
has been pulledut of the watepull it up to the parking lotlf your
vesselis fairly small, then consider pulling your craft up near the west
end of the marinat the finish area. Thiwill reduce the congestion at
the boat ramp and make for an easier time for all.

VOLUNTEERS

There is always lotsfowork involved to organize thiRaft
Race event and we welcome any and all help we can get. There are
Committee meetings on the second Wednesday of each month where
we iron out such issues as permits, insurarmcivertising, ¥shirt
desi gn, Rul ebook distribution, event |l ogi stics,
also appreciate any assistance that folks are kind enough to offer.
Some help out at the launch ramp, others man the finish line boat and
record course times, sorhelp with towing duties, the cleanup of the
finish area,or the loading of equipment. If you are interested in
contributing some time to help us pull off this race, then please tontac
a Committee membeA list of all committee members is on the last
pageof the rulebook complete with phone number and Email contact
information.
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RAFT RACE HISTORY

The Connecticut River Raft Race firsan in 1975from Deep
River Landing to Goat IslandNext, it was run fromHurd StatePark to
Haddam MeadowsAfter this the race ran from the Arrigoni Bridge to
Dart Island State Park. The present racecogoesfrom Gildersleeve
Island to Riverside Marina.

Franklin Burton was the first ChairmarHe was replaced by
Ken Fischberg who took over nexBome years lateMMalcolm
Chapmanbecame the chief organizeFhe current race President is
Bob Niland

Only a handful of America Class rafhave reached theghest
pinnaclein raft race history by winning the racBhe most successful
rafts are: Lee Jetwith 12 lifetime victoies, Raft America &
Triceratopswith 4 wins each, the Wet Dream trilogy won the first
three inaugural races, and Last Chance met victory t8imee of the
other championsvho made it to first place status includ€p
Corporation, EB Exterminator, USA/CaCola, Millennium Buzzard
andthe Drinkasaurus Becks.

America Class Winnersthroughout the Years

1975 Wet Dream | 1993 Lee Jet

1976 Wet Dream Il 1994  Millennium Buzzard
1977 Wet Dream Il 19% Lee Jet

1978 ? 199% Triceratops

1979 2 1997 Lee Jet

1980 Last Chance 1998 Lee Jet

1981 Last Chance 199 Triceratops

1982 No Corporatior2000 Lee Jet

1983 Raft America 2001 Triceratops

1984 Raft America 2002 Lee Jet

1985 Raft America 2008 Lee Jet

1986 Raft America 2004 Lee Jet

1987 EB Exterminator 2006 Lee Jet

1988 USA/CocaCola 2006 Triceratops

1989 Triceratops 2007 Drinkasaurus Becks
1990 Lee Jet 2007 Millenium Buzzard
1991 Lee Jet 2008 Millenium Buzzard
1992 Lee Jet 2009 Millenium Buzzard

2010 Knotty Gurl
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BASIC RAFT CONSTRUCTION

Thesix basicelementdo join together when building a raftea
floatation, a deck, propulsion, steerageteamwork and safety The
information that followswill explain each ofthesekey principlesin
more detail.This knowledgeshouldgive you a good idea on how to
build a raft Rafts can bebuilt from scrap wood, foam, plastic bottles,
barrels and recycled materials of every kind/ith a little creativity
you can take whatever is around you and recycle it into something that
floats. Rafts areas varied as the imagination is capable of conceiving
them

FLOATATION MATERIALS

First off rafts are not boats and therefaten dneedwatertight
integrity. This isb e ¢ a u s e alntost alwaydbust from materials
that arenaturally buoyant A typical raft can bemadeout of some
combination of foamplastic barrelsor bottles wood, and anything
else that floatsThesefloating materialswill continue to provide lift
even when they are damag&li nce a r aft doesnot require watert
integiity, it can be built out of anything that is availablhe most
common materialisedis foam.

Chunks and odd scraps of foam are often found floating up on
riverbanks and beaches. These can be stuffed into a frame you
construct out of woodExpandable foa in a can (used for insulation
jobs) quickly spreads outo fill in gaps and cracks. It can be used as
glue to hold all your floating objects together inside your hull. The
trick is to fill in as much airspace as possible before using the
expandable foanmConsider adding things like packing peanuts, small
soda bottles with lids, and anything else tsatmall and will float. If
you use a woden frameto holdeverythingtogetherbe sure to enclose
it on all sides with wood to catch any loose pieces of foam

Sometimes foam scraps can be found at construction sites
dumpsters, or at the landfill. Always ask for permission before taking
any surplus materials being thrown ousometimes gu canfind a
marinathat hadots ofold dockfoam pieces piledp. If you ask nicely
or offer to do some work for the boatyard you may be able teayeé
seconehandfoam piecedor free.
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Foam panels stacked
and bolted to deck

Iake round cut in board
Attaching foamwith  so barrel stays in position
Strap attachment  then attach with rope or strap

piece first to make

Foam can
also be bought at
Home Depot or
Lowes i f you canot
find any for free.
The foam there is
usually available in
sheets and carelrut
to size and stacked
to form your floats.
If you want to glue
your foam sheets
together try the
adhesive on a scrape
sur eRemémber,gl ue wonodt dissolve

a raft is much more rewardinig build with free recycled mateais and

on a shoestring budge® good example of this can be seen fram
group of guyswho built their raft out of a picnic table and sorokel

foam scraps they founkhying around They namedheir raft $1.98
which refleced the amountthey spent onthe materials used to
construct their raft.This clearly illustrates that it is not always
necessary to spend lots of money in the construction of a raft. Using
what you already haven handcan be a redlme & money saver

The fA$1. 9 gooRexdmplé of & frugahkrafing.

Plastic barrels of all types & sizes canalso be used as
floatation Thesecan takea lotof abuse without puncturinghese can
usually be obtained ayour local car washbulk juice distributor or
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