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“We only entered for fun, but when we started pulling
ahead, we decided to go for it,” she laughied, watching her
crewmates, who were whooping and diving into the river.

According to the captain, the winning boat, constructed
around two wooden pontoons, cost ‘$100 in materials and
$200 in beer.”

The team practiced evenings after they finished work at
a Lyme lumberyard for two weeks before the race. The
boat took two months to build. ;

By the time the last boat pulled into Essex, a downpour
had soaked everyone who had not already jumped into the
river. But spirits were undampened, and the island was
full of happy people, swimming, laughing, eating, and :
dancing to band music.

According to organizer Ken Fischburg, the race gath-
ered about $3000 for charity, to be donated to the Big
Brothers and Sisters program, Newington Children’s Hos-
pital, and other causes. :

“I think it’s the most positive thing to happen around
here in a long time,”” he commented.

Fischburg added that Essex businesses did not seem
unhappy with the race this year, since most people de-
cided to shop or go out to eat when they discovered they
couldn’t get across the river to Nott Island.

Last year, a ferry shuttled people to the island, and
several businesses complained that Main Street was
clogged by too many people and cars, slowing business.

Back at the island, exhausted rowers paid little atten- .
tion to anything but cooling down and enjoying them-
selves. Six bands played and plenty of food satisfied every-
one. The rain didn’t disturb change a thing.

“There’s only one word I never want to hear again,’”’
said one tired man to a friend. ‘“That word is row."’

“You mean, not until next year,” returned the friend,

grinning.

Is this raft rea

dy to sink before the race even starts? Not really, but perhaps these kids w pre just interested in keeping cool.
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When the rains came later in the after;
noon. Everyone felt wet . . . and horrendous!

help A
5 get this raft underway.

Island in Essex.

The heat and humidity made it tough to be out on the The r  1ft people on Skol II get ready to head for No

Connecticut River Saturday. One raft rider took care of that : ‘ : ; g
in a hurry though as he hopped into the drink to cool off. 3 ‘ : e ‘ ; ~ : o




