Dear Participant, 

Thank you for partnering with us in The River House Raft Race to benefit Volunteers of America’s Charter Oak Community Support Services program.  Charter Oak acts as a lifeline to those who are permanently disabled and offers programs to help increase and encourage independent living, develop and strengthen employment skills and expand participation in one’s community.  We accomplish this by teaching and mentoring our clients, helping them find jobs  and coaching them on-site, and providing social outlets. We view the community as full of opportunities for our clients as opposed to obstacles which they must overcome. The River House Raft Race is a perfect example of how we strive to integrate our clients into the life of the community. 

The following are rules and regulations to which all participants must adhere at all times.  We want everyone to have fun, and be safe. In order to take part in this event, you must read, sign and turn it in by August 7, 2009 to Tracy Kolarich, Volunteers of America’s Coordinator of Community Relations for Charter Oak.

Conduct, Safety and General Rules of Event:

· All crew members must wear life jackets.

· The instructions of any event officials, Police or any authorized persons must be obeyed to ensure safety to all crews and spectators.

· Competitors are not to jump into the river you will be disqualified if this occurs.

· Throwing objects of any kind is forbidden.

· Racecourse starts at the Clam Mansion and ends at the River House Tavern.

· Race begins at 3pm and will end once the last raft is at the River House Tavern or by 4pm.

· Rafts should have first aid kit on board in case of emergency.  

· All entries are to be homemade.

· Raft must be able to support crew weight and be at minimum 4’ by 8’.  

· You may not use nails below the water line.  

· All rafts will be required to accept a tow if not finished by 4pm.

· You are not allowed to use commercially manufactured hulls.

· Inflatable tubes are not allowed.

· Please be sure to saw off anything that is sharp or protrudes out for your own safety.  

· All entries are to be self propelled.   

· All rafts need an anchor and a towline. 

· It is the duty of any rafter who is aware of another in difficulty, to offer assistance, unless that assistance would endanger the life of the responder.

· You are not to pollute the river.

· Rafts with open hulls with no bulkheads must have some type of styrofoam floatation connected to the bottom of the deck.

· Entire crew will stay on board raft until race is completed.

· You must be capable of carrying your raft to the launch site and recover it from the water.  

· All competitors or their guardians must sign this form and return before August 7, 2009.  

If any of these rules change, you will be notified prior to the event. 

Disclaimer:

The organizers cannot accept any responsibility for any loss or damage to persons or property howsoever caused.  Any entry is accepted on the clear understanding that each person is wholly responsible for his/her own actions and takes part in the event at entirely their own risk.

Other: 

Remember that prizes will be awarded not only to the first raft to cross the finish line, but other categories of “winners” including the “most creative”, “best dressed” or “best design”, so make that extra effort in the chance that a prize will be awarded to your team!

We ask that each team appoint a Captain who will coordinate the team and act as the main point of contact.  

Further details of the race format, timing, parking, etc…will be made available closer to the event, via mail or e-mail to all registered entrants.

If you have any questions, please call Tracy at (203) 612-9588.

We thank you in advance for your participation in The River House Raft Race and wish you luck on the day of the event! 
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